Salads & Sides

Michigan Cuisine

Onion Rings with Beer Batter

Onion rings are a staple in restaurants all over the
state of Michigan and elsewhere. This classic recipe
produces onion rings similar to those found in bars,
which many people try to duplicate. In this version of
this recipe, we also add the following recipe for a sauce
to dip the onion rings into. This sauce starts out
slightly sweet, and then, thanks to a wonderfully-rich
hot sauce from Aerosmith guitarist Joe Perry, there’s
just a bit of a powerful “kick” ...
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Ingredients Equipment

2 large white Michigan onions Large mixing bowl

1large egg Whisk

1 cup beer Deep fryer filled with vegetable oil

1 cup unbleached all-purpose flour

1 tablespoon seasoned salt

Peel the onions, then slice them into nice thick slices 1/2” to 1" thick. Separate the slices into indi-
vidual rings. (Set the smaller inner rings and cores aside for use in the dipping sauce recipe, de-

scribed next.) Refrigerate the rings until they're chilled.

Make the dipping sauce described next while the rings are chilling.

To make the batter, crack the egg into the large mixing bowl, and whisk it till it's smooth. Add
the beer to the egg, continuing whisking until well-mixed. While still whisking, slowly add the

flour and seasoned salt. Continue whisking until the batter is smooth.

Preheat a deep fryer filled with vegetable oil to 375 degrees F. Once the oil is hot, drop between
four and eight of the chilled onion slices into the batter. (See “Using Home Deep Fryers For On-
ion Rings” on the following page.) Use your hand to toss the rings in the batter, making sure
they're completely coated. Without draining excess batter from the rings, individually drop each
ring into the hot oil in the deep fryer. Use a pair of tongs to keep the rings separated and moving
in the oil, turning them over a couple times. Cook the battered rings until the batter is golden

brown and the onions are still slightly crisp (this should only take a couple minutes).

Serve with the dipping sauce described on the next page.
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Michigan Cuisine Salads & Sides

Rockin’ Dipping Sauce

Ingredients Equipment

2 tablespoons unsalted butter Colander

1 medium white onion (or some of the inner rings and chunks left Cutting board
over from onion ring slices in recipe the previous recipe) 12” to 14” skillet
2 stalks celery

1 tablespoon minced garlic Food processor

2 14-1/2 ounce cans whole tomatoes

1 6 ounce can tomato paste

1/3 cup balsamic vinegar

1/2 cup Joe Perry's Rock Your World ™ Boneyard Brew Hot Sauce
2 cups mayonnaise

Chop the onion rather coarsely to get one cup. Clean the celery stalks and slice them to be about

the same size as the chopped onion.

Melt the butter in the bottom of the skillet over medium heat. Add the onion, celery and garlic
to the melted butter in the skillet and sauté the vegetables and garlic until the onion is slightly
translucent. Temporarily remove the skillet from the heat. Dump the tomatoes from the cans into
the colander in a sink and let them drain. Toss them a few times to ensure the majority of the
juice is gone. Transfer the tomatoes to the cutting board and chop them rather coarsely. Except
for the mayonnaise, stir the rest of the ingredients in with the onion and celery in the skillet and
set it over low heat. Simmer uncovered for 30 minutes, stirring almost constantly to prevent
scorching. (As this sauce makes fumes when making it, please simmer this sauce and clean up

the pot in a well-ventilated area!) Let the sauce cool for a few minutes.

Dump the mayonnaise and the simmered sauce into a food processor and purée until smooth,

stopping the food processor and scraping it down with a rubber spatula once or twice.

Chill before serving with the onion rings from the previous recipe.
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